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VBS Training
This Wednesday, July 7, 6 p.m.
For all volunteers

~—— —~—~

We are in need of a volunteer to work on
Wednesday mornings in the food pantry and
answer phones. If you are interested, please
contact Janice Eaton or the church office.

—~—~ —~—~ ~

The pray’ers and community assessment groups
will meet this Wednesday, July 7, at 5:30 p.m.

Summer Sunday School Teachers
We are still in need of two children’s Sunday
school teachers on Sunday mornings during the
month of July. Curriculum is available at any
time for review. There is a sign-up sheet
located outside of the office door where one can

indicate younger/ older children.

~—~ ~—~ ~

Young Adults

Young adults continue to meet on a regular basis in
the summer as we discuss Oh God, Oh God, Oh
God!: Young Adults Speak Out about Sexuality and
Christian Spirituality. Young adults are meeting at
different locations each week so make sure that you
let Amy know if you would like to be included in
the informational emails that name the location,
date, and time.

CD’s Available! A CD recording of songs
by Terri Galloway, entitled, Our
Songs—Heart to Heart, is available in the
Music Office for $10.00. Please see
Kristie.

A reception celebrating the exnibit this month
of Warren Whiteds oi
the Tullahoma Fine Arts Center, 401 S
Jackson St, Sunday, July 11, 2Z2-4 pm.
Everyone is invited.

Supplies Needed for VBS

Please bring to FCC on or before July 9.
Egg cartons
Shoe boxes
Empty, clean qallon milk jugs or 1 liter containers
Old newspapers
Empty plastic food containers
Catalogs/magazines that contain pictures of seeds
and plants
Pliers
Wire Cutters
Empty toilet paper towel rolls
Gently used pillowcases
Used gi ft
recyc|ed
Water buckets
Safe/clean house trash (including yogqurt or small
margarine containers and lids, recycled paper and
plastic bottles and containers)

bags or

~—— ~—~

Congregational Information Session
On Annex Renovation

On Wednesday, June 30, the church board
approved a floor plan for the Annex (old
post  office). There will be an
informational session concerning the floor
plan this Sunday, July 11, beginning at 9:45
a.m. with an overview. Plan to join us at
this time. A copy of the floor plan can be
seen in the gathering space and the
fellowship hall.

It is anticipated that the engineering firm
Oliver, Rhoades, & Associates will have
bid packages ready for our evaluation
around August 1. During early August, our
annex and building renovation campaign

shopping

FCC Book Club
The next book club will meet on Tuesday,
July 20, at 7 p.m. at the home of Frank and
Ruth Collins. All are invited to join this
group as they discuss The Help.

CYF Cownference Bethany Hills 2010

Plctured (L to r) front row-Steve MeAmls,
Grant Pruitt, John MeAmls, Robin Graves,
Allen Craig, sarah and Bmily williams,
Holly Thomas; back row-sean and Angela
cahtll, clay pawntel, danlel Graves, and
Matthew Kane.

From Our Seni or

On Sunday | briefly mentioned the controversy
that is raging in Middle Tennessee over the
planned construction of a mosque and
community center by the Islamic Center of
Murfreesboro. The 15 acre facility will include
a prayer center, educational space, offices,
swimming pool, sports fields, and a home for
the imam.

Change a few words and it sounds like any
number of mega-churches in Tennessee. But by
being Islamic, the haters have been drumming

wilh begin.i Wlgase prayerfully wogsider e | dup arbtests and calling for rescinding the

how you will support the campaign, both
short and long term.
Jim Reed, 2010 Board Chair

planning commission’s permission to build.
The language has been strong and a few have
suggested that Islam is only a political
movement, not a religion.

Julie Clawson wrote an excellent article in
Sojourners following the recent announcement
of a group planning to build a mosque near the
Twin Towers monument and the protests that
came in New York City. Her comments focus
on the odd balance we have between
forgiveness and hate. We prize extreme acts of
love such as the Amish forgiving the family of
the man who killed their children, “yet when
the offenders are too different from us we cling
to our hatred.” Clawson remembers hearing her
grandfather’s stories of World War 1l. Even
after watching a friend killed in war, Clawson’s
grandfather was able to forgive the Germans,
but retained a hatred of the Japanese. She
wrote, “Forgiving those like us is easy;
extending mercy to those who are other is
where our fear often strangles our compassion.”

Our gospel reading for this coming Sunday is
the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke
10:25-37. Jesus asks the lawyer after the story,
“Which of these three, do you think was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of
the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed
him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do
ilikewise.”

nNirster é
We understand that our vision has been clouded

by the terrorist attacks of 9/11 and our
engagement in two wars, but we cannot allow
these events to keep from us from seeing
people of other faith traditions with
compassion. People are not enemies or less
than “American” because they are not
Christian. Our calling from Christ is to love
the neighbor as we love ourselves. | realize that
is not always easy, but even trying to love can
lead us to look at others with compassion.

Grace and Peace,
Tom



